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How have we planned for re-opening in September? 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

The Government has asked  
all schools to plan to re-open for  

all pupils in September. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

We are following Government and Local 
Authority guidance carefully to  

keep everyone safe. 

 
 

We can open safely by creating  
consistent, separate ‘Year Group bubbles’  

with their own designated  
toilet areas and work / play spaces. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We will stagger start and finish times and 
lunchtimes to keep our bubbles separate and  

to allow for social distancing between  
families on the playground. 

 

 
 

Where possible, we will aim to achieve social 
distancing of 2m and if this is not possible, we will 

avoid mixing ‘bubbles’ in school and ensure our 
hygiene and other control measures are robust. 

 

 
 

We will have regular, scheduled  
handwashing and hand sanitisation  
routines in place for each bubble. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will maintain high standards of hygiene  
with a schedule of regular cleaning  

and disinfection of surfaces. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone who is unwell will be asked  
to stay at home and we will support the 
Government’s test and trace strategy. 
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In September, we will be opening for all pupils in all 
year groups from our first teaching day of term, which 
is September 7th. 
 
All pupils in Year Groups 1-6 will begin full time. Some 

schools are having to implement a phased start; 

fortunately, we are not. Pupils in our Nursery and 

Reception Classes have already received a letter 

outlining the arrangements for their first week. 

From September, the Government have made it clear 
that school attendance will be statutory again for all 
pupils – that means that all pupils must return to 
school. 
 
We understand that parents may feel worried or 
concerned about sending their child back to school 
and we want to support our parents in the best way 
we can so that they feel confident about sending their 
children back.  
 
But we also support our children’s right to an 
education and will be following government 
guidelines regarding non-attendance. 

 

 
 

Scientific research has shown that if someone 

contracts the coronavirus, they can infect others 

before developing symptoms or becoming ill. Some 

people may have COVID-19 and never show 

symptoms, but may still spread the virus. Within its 

guidance, the Government has specified a range of 

control measures that schools must put in place to 

reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 within our 

school community and beyond. These measures aim 

to ensure that, should someone within school 

contract the virus, we will be able to limit its spread 

and prevent having to close many classes, or, in the 

worst case scenario, the whole school.  

In planning for our re-opening in September, we have 

been very careful to follow Government and Local 

Authority guidance on protective measures, which is 

based on their twin strategy of implementing good 

hygiene measures and limiting contact between pupils 

(‘social bubbles’). 

Schools have been told that "all elements of the 
system of controls are essential", but that "the way 
different schools implement some of the requirements 
will differ based on their individual circumstances." 

This means that we have had to adapt our systems of 
control to suit factors we cannot change, such as: the 
number of staff we have available, the shape and 
dimensions of our rooms and furniture, the timings of 
our school day and our current catering provision. 

Parents and children can be assured that all of our 
plans have been submitted for review and approved 
by our Local Authority – and we have made a copy of 
our Risk Reduction Plan available on the home page of 
our school website so that you can see how we have 
planned to control the risk of spread. 

The rest of this guide will explain what our plans will 
look like in school for you and your children when 
they return in September. 

If you would like to see the full government guidance 
for yourself, please use this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/action
s-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 

 

Minimising contacts and mixing between people 
reduces transmission of coronavirus and schools have 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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been instructed do everything possible to minimise 
the number of contacts that a pupil has during the 
school day.  
 
In accordance with this, we have aimed to limit 
contact between our pupils in school by forming the 
smallest self-contained groups we can. We have done 
this by forming ‘Year Group bubbles’, which means 
groups of around thirty. Year group bubbles will also 
have a TA and lunchtime supervisor assigned to them. 
 
Each bubble will have their own designated toilet 
areas, work spaces and play spaces so that we avoid 
mixing bubbles in school. 
 
Schools are being asked to keep a record of pupils and 
staff in each bubble, and any close contact that takes 
places between children and staff in different groups.  
The Government is defining close contact as:  

 Direct close contacts - face to face contact for 
any length of time, within 1 metre, including 
being coughed on, a face to face conversation, 
or unprotected physical contact (skin-to-skin) 

 Proximity contacts - extended close contact 
(within 1 to 2 metres for more than 15 
minutes)  
 

Should there be a confirmed case of coronavirus in 
school, all children and staff who have been in close 
contact with that person will be asked to self-isolate.  
 
We are therefore working very hard to minimise close 
contact between bubbles and ensure that staff do not 
move between bubbles unless it is absolutely 
necessary, in which case, they will observe social 
distancing by staying 2m away from other staff or 
pupils as far as possible. 
 
Although we can no longer hold shared events such as 
assemblies, lunchtimes and concerts for the time 
being, we will make sure that we organise 
opportunities for classes to communicate, share and 
celebrate with each other in different ways. 
 
Where classes need to use shared areas, such as the 
lunch hall, this will be organised on a rota basis with 
cleaning in between uses and large areas like the 
playground have been zoned to make two or three 
class-bubble-sized zones in which the children can 
play safely with the other children in their bubble. 
 
Children will be able to bring their bikes and scooters 
to school if they wish, but will need to park them in 
their designated zone, which will be clearly labelled. 
 

To reduce the need for children to leave their bubble 
for changing on PE days, children will be asked to 
come into school in their PE kits and PE sessions have 
been scheduled in the afternoons so that children will 
not need to sit in damp clothes for the day. 
 
With regard to our Breakfast Club and After School 
childcare provision, the government guidance we 
have received states that schools should organise 
their children into consistent bubbles during the 
school day, but also states that ‘wraparound’ care 
provision can accommodate children from across the 
different bubbles that they have been in during the 
school day as long as the group in the childcare setting 
is ‘small and consistent’.  

The consistency will extend to staffing and the need 
for other control measures, including cleaning 
between each session. 

We are unable to staff 7 separate class-based 
childcare groups and will therefore need to 
restructure the clubs with a maximum of 45 children 
in total, operating in three smaller and consistent 
bubbles, zoning the school hall and community hall as 
necessary.  

We will be sending home a parent survey later this 
week so that we can plan the re-opening of our 
childcare provision in more detail, based on demand. 
We will endeavour to start our Breakfast Club 
provision in the first week, if we possibly can, but will 
not be able to start our After School Club until 
September 14th, due to staffing issues. 

Unfortunately, due to the need to limit contact 
between pupils in year group bubbles, we will not be 
able to run any of our school-subsidised extra-
curricular clubs in the near future.  

 
 

 
 

In order to support social distancing on our school 
grounds, we will be introducing staggered start and 
finishing times, as follows: 
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Year Group Bubble 
(and staff members) 

Drop off time (& 
location) 

Pick up time (& 
location) 

Nursery 
Miss Randall & Miss 
Saunderson 

8.45am (Nursery 
entrance) 
Or 
12.30pm 

11.45am (Nursery 
entrance) 
Or  
3.30pm 

Reception 
Miss Austin & Mrs 
Shears 

8.35am (Gate 1, 
Cambridge Square, 
by hall) 

3.05pm (Gate 1, 
Cambridge Square, 
by hall) 

Year 1 
Mrs Barnes, Mrs 
Gowler & Miss 
Calvert 

8.40am (outside Year 
1 cloakroom door) 

3.15pm (outside Year 
1 cloakroom door) 

Year 2 
Mrs Barber, Mrs 
Green & Mrs 
McDermott 

8.30am (outside Year 
2 cloakroom door) 

3.05pm  
(outside Year 2 
cloakroom door) 

Year 3 
Mrs Ballester& Mrs 
Best 

8.40am (Lower Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance)  

3.15pm (Lower Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

Year 4 
Miss Weston, Mrs 
Phillips & Mrs 
Hefferan 

8.30am (Lower Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

3.05pm (Lower Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

Year 5 
Mrs Poulton & Mrs 
Hefferan 

8.40am (Upper Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance)  

3.15pm (Upper Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

Year 6 
Mr Peacey & Mrs 
Doig 

8.30am (Upper Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

3.05pm (Upper Key 
Stage 2 staircase 
entrance) 

 
The playground will be set out to support social 
distancing (as it is currently) and drop off and pick-up 
points will be clearly labelled so that parents and 
children know where to go on the first day. 
 
It is very important that children arrive at their 
allocated time so that we can maintain our bubbles. If 
children arrive late, they will need to wait at the front 
entrance until a member of staff is able to admit 
them. 
 

As mentioned previously, we will avoid mixing 
bubbles within the school day by staggering 
lunchtimes so that we can provide hot lunches from 
our kitchen again. Break times will also be staggered 
and larger areas of the school and its grounds will be 
zoned. 
 

 

The government guidance advises that staff and pupils 
in school aim to achieve social distancing of 2m (or 1+ 
metres if 2m is not possible), but also acknowledges 

that this will be very difficult for schools to achieve. 

In our school, we do not have the right type of 
furniture to provide each child with his or her desk 
and children will therefore need to sit next to each 
other in lesson time. 

In order to control the risk of spread, we have 
therefore put in the following measures, in 
accordance with government guidance: 

 Desks will be arranged in rows, with pupils facing 
the front (rather than facing each other) 

 No more than two pupils will sit side by side at a 
desk and there will be a space of 1m between 
desks 

 For frequently used equipment, such as pencils 
and pens, staff and pupils will have their own 
items in labelled bags, provided by the school 

 Classroom-based resources, such as books and 
games, can be used and shared within the bubble; 
however, these will be cleaned regularly, along 
with all frequently touched surfaces.  

 Resources that are shared between classes or 
bubbles, such as sports, art and science 
equipment will be cleaned meticulously between 
bubbles.  

Pupils will be regularly reminded through song, rhyme 
and class discussion about the importance of good 
personal hygiene including: avoiding touching our 
faces; making sure we cough or sneeze into our 
elbow; and using a tissue to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’. 
There will also be posters around the school to remind 
us all. 

 

In order to reduce the risk of transmission, there will 
be many, many opportunities for pupils to wash or 
sanitise their hands during the school day! 

To support this, we have placed hygiene stations 
throughout the school, both inside and out. 

Pupils will be reminded to use these frequently, 
though we have found that those pupils who returned 
in June now do this as a matter of routine and no 
longer need to be reminded. 
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In addition to the control measures already 
mentioned, we have revised our cleaning schedule to 
ensure regular cleaning of frequently touched 
surfaces throughout the day.  

We have also scheduled more frequent cleaning of 
toilet areas and sinks throughout the school day and 
have removed all unnecessary or hard to clean 
objects. 

Resources used in the class bubbles will be cleaned 
regularly and anything brought in from outside school 
(other than children’s packed lunches and coats) will 
need to be placed in quarantine for 48 – 72 hours 
before being used within the class bubble.  

We therefore respectfully ask that parents ensure 
that they reduce the amount of personal property 
their children bring into school, to packed lunch boxes 
and coats. 

Any reading books borrowed and returned will also be 
placed in quarantine for 48 – 72 hours before being 
placed back in the class bubble. 

 
 
Protocols will continue to be in place for the 
management of anyone who has symptoms of 
coronavirus.   

Anyone who is unwell with the symptoms of 

coronavirus, including staff members, will be asked to 

take a test for the virus and to remain at home for a 

minimum of 7 days in self-isolation (unless they 

receive a negative test result first). 

The school will be working with NHS Test and Trace 

and any outbreaks will be dealt with by Public Health 
England and the local Health Protection Team, who 
will advise whether any part of the school needs to 
close or not. 

 

And finally… 

Words cannot convey how saddened we have felt 
over the last term not to be able to see all of our 
children and their families in school. We are delighted 
that we will once again be able to function as a school 
– albeit under a ‘new normal’. 

We have been astonished by the overwhelming 
resilience and kindness of our school community over 
this challenging period – not to mention the 
commitment shown by the vast majority of families to 
keeping up their children’s education. 

Thank you, from all of us. 

If you have any queries or concerns, I will be available 
for most of the summer. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email and I will get back to you as soon 
as possible (head@wyton.cambs.sch.uk).  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jo Phillips 
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